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THE History and Character of the Rev. Grorce 
WHITEFIELD are very generally known. There 
are yet alive in our country, many who ac- 
knowledge him as their Father in Christ; and 
‘‘ will rise up, and call his memory blessed.” We 
presume, however, that the following Anecdotes 
respecting him are unknown to the most of our 
readers, and will be perused with interest and 
profit. ‘Their truth and correctness are not to be 
doubted ; as they are related by one who was well 
acquainted with Mr. Whitefield’s most private 
history. ‘They are extracted from Mr. Jay’s Me- 
moirs of the Rev. ConNELIUS WINTER. 


Tue time Mr. Whitefield set apart for prepara- 
tions for the pulpit during my connexion with him, 
was not to be distinguished from the time he appro- 
priated to other business. If he wanted to write a 
pamphlet upon any occasion, he was closeted; nor 
would he allow access to him, but on an emergency, 
while he was engaged in the work, But I never 
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knew him engaged in the composition of a sermon 
until he was on “board ship, when he employed him- 
self partly in the composition of sermons, and read- 
ing very attentively the history of England, written 
by different authors. He had formed a design of 
writing the history of Methodism, but never entered 
upon it. He was never more in retirement on a 
Saturday than on another day; nor sequestered at 
any particular time for a period longer than he used 
for his ordinary devotions, I never met with any 
thing like the form of a skeleton of a sermon among 
his papers, with which I was permitted to be very 
familiar ; nor did he ever give me any idea of the 
importance of being habituated to the planning of a 
sermon. It is not injustice to his great character to 
say, I believe he knew nothing about such a kind of 
exercise. 

Usually for an hour or two before he entered the 
pulpit, he claimed retirement; and on a sabbath 
dav morning more particularly, he was accustomed 
to have Clarke’s Bible, Matthew Henry’s Comment, 
and. Cruden’s Concordance, within his reach: his 
frame at that time was more than ordinarily devo- 
tional ; I say more than ordinarily, because, though 
there was a vast vein of pleasantry usually in him, 
the intervals of conversation evidently appeared to 
be filled up with private ejaculation connected with 
praise. His rest was much interrupted, and his 
thoughts were much engaged with God in the night. 
He has often said at the close of his very warm ad- 
dress, ‘‘ This. sermon I got when most of you who 
now hear me were fast asleep. He made very mi- 
nute observations, and was much disposed to be con- 
versant with life, from the lowest.mechanic to the 
first characters im the land. He let nothing escape 
him, but turned all into gold that admitted of im- 
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provement ; and, in one way or another, the occur- 
rence of the week or the day, furnished him with 
matter for the pulpit.—A specimen: when an ex- 
traordinary trial was going forwards, he would be 
present ; and on observing the formality of the judge 
putting on his black cap to pronounce sentence, | 
have known him avail himself of it in the close of a 
sermon; with his eyes full of tears, and his heart 
almost too big to admit of speech, dropping into a 
momentary pause—“ I am going now to put on my 
condemning cap: sinner, I must do it; I must pro- 
nounce sentence upon you—” and then, in a tre- 
mendous strain of eloquence, recite our Lord’s 
words, ‘‘Go, ye cursed,” not without a very power- 
ful description of the nature of the curse. I again 
observe, that it would be only by hearing him, and 
by beholding his attitude and his tears, that a per- 
son could well conceive of the effect ; for it was im- 
possible but that solemnity must surround him, 
who, under God, became the means of making all 
solemn. 

He had a most peculiar art of speaking personal- 
ly to you, in a congregation of four thousand peo- 
ple, when no one would suspect his object. If I 
instance it in an effect upon the servant of the house, 
I presume it is not unsuitable. She had been remiss 
in her duty in the morning of the day. In the even- 
ing, before the family retired to rest, I found her 
under great dejection, the reason of which I did 
not apprehend ; for it did not strike me, that in ex- 
emplifying a conduct inconsistent with the Chris- 
tian’s professed fidelity to his blessed Redeemer, he 
was drawing it from remissness of duty in a living 
character ; but she felt it so sensibly as to be greatly 
distressed by it, until he relieved her mind by his usu- 
ally amiable deportment. ‘The next day, being about 
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to leave town, he called out to her, “ Farewell ;” 
she did not make her appearance, which he remark- 
ed to a female friend at dinner, who replied, “ Sir, 
you have exceedingly wounded poor Betty,” which 
excited in him a hearty laugh; and when [ shut 
the coach door upon him, he said, “‘ Be sure to re- 
member me to Betty ; tell her the account is settled, 
and that I have nothing more against her.” 

The famous Comedian, Shuter, who had a great 
partiality for Mr. Whitefield, showed him friendshi p, 
and often attended his ministry. At one period of 
his popularity he was acting in a drama under the 
character of Ramble. During the run of the per- 
formance he attended service on sabbath morning at 
Tottenham-court chapel, and was seated in the pew 
exactly opposite to the pulpit, and while Mr. White- 
field was giving full sally to his soul, and in his en- 
ergetic address, was inviting sinners to the Saviour, 
he fixed himself full against Shuter, with his eye 
upon him, adding, to what he had previously said, 
“And thou, poor Ramble, who hast long rambled 
from him, come you also. O end your rambling 
by coming to Jesus.” Shuter was exceedingly 
struck, and coming in to Mr. Whitefield said, “ [ 
thought I should have fainted; how could you serve 
me so r’—It was truly impressive to see him ascend 
the pulpit. My intimate knowledge of him admits 
of my acquitting him of the charge of affectation. 
He always appeared to enter the pulpit with a sig- 
nificance of countenance, that indicated he had 
something of importance which he wanted to di- 
vulge, and was anxious for the effect of the commu- 
nication. His gravity on his descent was the same. 
As soon as ever he was seated in his chair, nature 
demanded relief, and gained it by a vast discharge 
from the stomach, usually with a considerable quan- 
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tity of blood, before he was at liberty to speak. He 
was averse to much singing after preaching, sup- 

posing it diverted the savour of the subject. No- 
thing awkward, nothing careless, appeared ‘about 
him in the pulpit ; nor do I ever recollect his stum- 
bling upon a word. To his ordinary, as well as to 
his public appearance, this observation applies ; 
whether he frowned or smiled, whether he looked 
grave or placid, it was nature acting in him. 

Professed orators might object to his hands being 
lifted up too high, and it is to be lamented that in 
that attitude, rather than in any other, he is repre- 
sented in print. His own reflection upon that pic- 
ture was, when it was first put into his hands, “Sure. 
I do not look such a sour creature as this sets me 
forth: if I thought I did, I should hate myself.” 
It is necessary to remark that the attitude was very 
transient, and always accompanied by some expres- 
sions which would justify it. He sometimes had 
occasion to speak of Peter’s going out and weeping 
bitterly, and then he had a fold of his gown at com- 
mand, which he put before his face with as much 
eraceft ulness as familiarity. 

I hardly ever knew him go through a sermon 
without weeping, more or less, and I truly believe 
lis were the tears of sincerity. His voice was often 
interrupted by his affection ; and I have heard him 
say in the pulpit, “ You blame me for weeping, 
but how can I help it, when you will not weep for 
yourselves, though your immortal souls are upon 
the verge of destruction, and for aught you know, 
you are » hearing your lastsermon, and may never 
more have an opportunity to have Christ offered to 
you.” His freedom in the use of his passions often 
put my pride to the trial. I could hardly bear such 
unreserved use of tears, and the scope he gave to 
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his feelings; for sometimes he exceedingly wept, 
stamped loudly and passionately, and was frequent- 
ly so overcome, that for a few seconds, you would 
suspect he never could recover; and when he did, 
nature required some little time to compose herself. 

You may be sure, from what has been said, that 
when he treated upon the sufferings of our Saviour, 
it was not without great pathos. He was very 
ready at. that kind of painting which frequently an- 
swered the end of real.scenery. As though Geth- 
semane were within sight, he would say, stretching 
out his hand—‘‘ Look yonder! what is that I see! 
it is my agonizing Lord !"—And, as though it were 
no difficult matter to catch the sound of the Saviour 
praying, he would exclaim, “ Hark! hark! do not 
you hear ?”——-You may suppose that as this occur- 
red frequently, the efficacy of it was destroyed : but, 
no; though we often knew what was coming, it was 
as new to us as though we had never heard it be- 
fore. 

That beautiful apostrophe, used by the prophet 
Jeremiah, “ O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of 
the Lord,” was very subservient to him, and never 


used impertinently. 


He abounded with anecdotes, which though not 
always recited verbatim, were very just as to the 
matter of them. One, for instance, I remember, 
tending to illustrate the efficacy of prayer, though I 
have not been able to meet with it in the English his- 
tory—it was the case of the London apprentices be- 
fore Henry the Eighth, pleading his pardon of their 
insurrection. ‘The monarch, moved by their sight, 
and their’ plea, “ Mercy! mercy!” cried, “ Take 
them.away, I cannot bear it.” The application you 
may suppose was, that if an earthly monarch of 
Henry's description, could be so moved, how forcible 
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is the sinner’s plea in the ears of Jesus Christ. The 
case of two Scotchmen, in the convulsion of the 
state at the time of Charles the Second, subserved 
his design; who, unavoidably obliged to pass some 
of the troops, were conceiving of their danger, and 
meditatins what method was to be adopted, to 
come off safe: one proposed the wearing of a scull- 
cap ; the other, supposing that would imply distrust 
of the providence of God, was determined to pro- 
ceed bare-headed. ‘The latter, being first laid hold 
of, and being interrogated, “ Are you for the co- 
venant’” replied, “‘ Yes ;” and being further asked, 
‘What covenant?” answered, “ ‘The covenant of 
grace ;” by which reply, eluding further inquiry, he 
was let pass; the other, not answering satisfactorily, 
received a blow with the sabre, which, penetrating 
through the cap, struck him dead. In the applica- 
tion, Mr. Whitefield, warning against vain confi- 
dence, cried, “ Beware of your scull-caps.” But 
here likewise, the description upon paper, wanting 
the reality as exemplified by him with voice and mo- 
tion, conveys but a very faint idea. However, it is 
a disadvantage which must be submitted to, especial- 
ly as coming from my pen. 

The difference of the times in which Mr. White- 
field made his public appearance, materially deter- 
mined the matter of his sermons, and in some mea- 
sure, the manner of his address. He dealt far 
more in the explanatory and doctrinal mode of 
preaching on a Sabbath-day morning, than perhaps, 
at any other time ; and sometimes made a little, but 
by no means‘improper, show of learning. Ii he had 
read upon astronomy in the course of the week, 
you would be sure to discover it. He knew how to 
convert the centripetal motion of the heavenly bo- 
dies to the disposition of the christian towards 
Vol. ITL.—No. J. B 
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Christ; and the fatal attraction of the world would 
be very properly represented by a reference to the 


centrifugal. Whatever the world might think of 


him, he. had his charms for the learned as well as 
for the unlearned ; and as he held himself to be a 
debtor both to the wibe and to the unwise, each re- 
ceived his due at such times. The peer and the 
peasant alike went away satisfied. 

As though he heard the voice of God ever said’ 
ing in his ears the important admonition, “‘ Work 
while it is called to-day,” this was his work in Lon- 
don at one period of his life :—After administering 
the Lord’s supper to several hundred communicants, 
at half an hour after six in the morning ; reading 
the first and second service in the desk, which he 
did with the greatest propriety, and preaching full 
an hour, he read prayers and preached in the after- 
noon, previous to the evening service, at half an 
hour after five; and afterwards addressed a large 
society in public. His afternoon sermon used to be 
more general and exhortatory. In the evening he 
drew his bow at a venture, vindicated the doctrines 
of grace, fenced them with articles and homilies, re- 
ferred to the Martyrs’ seal, and exemplified the 
power of divine grace in their sufferings, by quota- 
tions from the venerable Fox. Sinners were then 
closely plied, numbers of whom from curiosity com- 
ing to hear a sentence or two, were often compel- 
led to hear the whole sermon. How many in the 
judgment-day will rise to prove that they heard to 
the salvation of the soul. ‘The society, which, after 
sermon was encircled in the area of the Tabernacle, 
consisted of widows, married people, young men 
and spinsters, placed separately; all of whom, wher 
a considerable part of the congregation was reset- 


tled, (for hundreds used to stay upon the occasion,}- 
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used to receive from him in the colloquial style, va- 
rious exhortations, comprised in short sentences, 
and suitable to their various stations. The prac- 
tice of christianity in all its branches was then usu- 
ally inculcated, not without some pertinent anec- 
dote of a character worthy to be held up for an ex- 
ample; and in whose conduct the hints recommend- 
ed were exemplified. ‘To the young men, for in- 
stance—A young man in the mercantile line, whose 
uncle described him as such a jumble of religion 
and business, that he was fit for neither.—A widow 
would be held up to view, remarkable for her con- 
fidence in God. A young woman would be de- 
scribed, commendable for her chastity, prudence, 
and decorum—in a way that made it desirable for 
each description of characters to imitate them. 
Masters of households at these opportunities, pa- 
rents and children, had their portion, but nothing 
enforced upon legal principles. 

Perhaps, Mr. Whitefield never preached greater 
serinons than at six in the morning, for at that hour 
he did preach winter and summer, on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. At these 
times his congregations were of the select descrip- 
tion, and young men received admonitions similar 
with what were given in the society; and were cau- 
tioned, while they neglected the duty required from 
them under the bond of an indenture, not to antici- 
pate the pleasures and advantages of future life. 
Beware of being golden apprentices, silver journey- 
men, and copper-masters, was one of the cautions I 
remember upon those occasions, 

_ His style was now colloquial, with little use of mo- 
tion; pertinent expositions, with suitable remarks ; 
and all comprehended within the hour. Christian 
experience principally made the subject of Monday, 





















bs a aE to 
Nhe oben ee EC. ao 





si SIN ea 


: 
% 


ig... THE CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. 


Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday evening lec- 
tures; when, frequently having funeral sermons te 
preach, the ‘character and experience of the dead 
helped to elucidate the subject, led to press dili- 
gence in the christian course, to reflect upon the 
blessing of faith on earth, and glory in heaven. Mr. 
Whitefield adopted the custom of the inhabitants of 
New-Enagland in their best days, of beginning the 
Sabbath at six o'clock on Saturday evenings. The 
custom could not be observed by many, but it was 
convenient to a few—a few compared with the mul- 
titude ; but abstractedly considered, a large and re- 
spectable company. .Now ministers of every descrip- 
tion found a peculiar pleasure in relaxing their minds 
from the fatigues of study, and were highly enter- 
tained by his peculiarly excellent subjects, which 
were so suitable to the auditory, that I believe it 
was seldom disappointed. It was an opportunity 
peculiarly suited to apprentices and journeymen in 
some businesses,- which allowed of their leaving 
work sooner than on other days, and availing them- 
selves at least of the sermon; from which I also 
occasionally obtained my blessings. Had my me- 
mory heen retentive, and I had studiously treasured 
up his rich remarks, how much more easily might 
I have met your wishes, and have answered the de- 


sign of this letter! But though I have lost much of 


the letter of his sermons, the savour of them yet re- 
mains. The peculiar talents he possessed, subservi- 
ent to. great usefulness, can be but faintly guessed 
from his. sermons in. print; though, as "formerly, 
God has made the reading of them useful, I have 
no doubt but in future they will have their use, 


The eighteen taken in short hand,. and faithfully 


transcribed by Mr. Gurney, have been supposed to 
do discredit to his.memory, and therefore they were 
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suppressed. But they who have been accustomed 
to hear him, may collect from them much of his 
genuine preaching. They were far from being the 
best specimens that might have been produced. 
He preached many of them when, in fact, he was 
almost incapable of preaching at all, His consti- 
tution, long before they were taken, had received its 
material shock, and they were all, except the two 
last, the production of a Wednesday evening ; when, 
by the current business of the day, he was fatigued 
and worn. out. The “Good Shepherd” was sent 
him on board the ship. He was much disgusted 
with it, and expressed himself to me as in the 
1440th letter of the third volume of his works— 
‘‘ Tt is not verbatim as I delivered it. In some 
places it makes me speak false concord, and even 
nonsense ; in others the sense and connexion is de- 
stroyed by the injudicious disjointed paragraphs, and 
the whole is entirely unfit for the public review.” 
His. manuscript journal, as quoted by Dr, Gillies, 
notes— September 15. This morning came a 
surreptitious copy of my Tabernacle farewell ser- 
mon, taken, as the short-hand writer professes, ver- 
batim as I spoke it; but surely he is mistaken. 
The whole is so injudiciously paragraphed, and so 
wretchedly unconnected, that. I owe no thanks to 
the misguided, though it may be, well meant, zeal of 
the writer and publisher, be they whom they will. 
But such conduct is.an unavoidable tax upon popu- 
larity.” He was then like an ascending Elijah, and 
many were eager to catch his dropping mantle. In 
the sermons referred to, there are certainly many 
jewels, though they may not be connected in a pro- 
per order. 

Whatever fault criticism may find with his ser- 
mons from the press, they were, in the delivery; 
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powerful to command the most devoted attention. 
I have been informed by good judges, that if many of 
the speeches in our two houses were to be given in 
their original state, they would not appear to the 
first advantage, nor would Mr. Whitefield’s sermons 
have had criminal defects, had they’ been revised 
with his own pen. In the fifth and sixth volumes 
of his works, all the sermons he ever printed are 
comprised. It is very easy to distinguish them 
which were pre-composed, from others which were 
preached extemporary. Of the latter, I notice Pe- 
ter’s denial of his Lord, and the true way of behold- 
ing the Lamb of God; Abraham’s offering up his 
son Isaac ; Christ, the believer’s husband ; and the 
resurrection of Lazarus. These and others preserve 


the extemporary style, and fully serve to discover 


the exactness of the preacher. He shines brightest 
with a long text, on which fancy has scope to play, 
and the mind has liberty to range. However exact 
he may appear in the page, it is impossible for the 
natural man, who discerneth not the things of the 
Spirit, to understand him. God may make the page 
printed, the instrument in his hand, to convert the 
sinner, and then he will no longer ask, “ Doth he 
not: speak parables” but, till then, as living he was, 
so dead, he is liable to the lash of severity : but the 
same Providence that preserved his person, will 
maintain his works: and thus, he being dead, yet 
speaketh, and will contmue to speak, for a great 
while to come. Whatever invidious remarks they 
may make upon his written discourses, they cannot 
invalidate his preaching. Mr. Toplady called him 
the prince of preachers, and with good reason, for 
none in our day preached with the like effect. 
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CHURCH OF GOD. 
Ne. IX. 


Results. 


Our second result, which was partly elucidated. 
in the last number, embraces the mutual rights and 
duties growing out of the relation in which the chil- 
dren of believing parents stand to the church of 
God *. 

Such children, we observed, have a right, even in 
their infancy, to a solemn acknowledgment of their 
membership by the administration of baptism—to 
the prayers of Christians in private—and in the 
public worship of the church, to her instruction, 
protection, and control. 

Corresponding with these rights, there are certain 
duties incumbent on youth born within her pale. 
They are bound to revere her authority ; to promote 
her happiness ; and to own their relation to her by pro- 
fessing the name of the Lord Jesus Christ; showing 
forth his death in the communion of the holy sup- 
per; and walking in all his ordinances and com- 
mandmeats blameless. 

Let us now turn the question, and view. it in its 
relation to the rights and duties of the Christian 
church toward such children. 


* C. Mag. Vol. IL. p. 408, &c. 
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A right to provide for the proper education ot 
their youth, has always been claimed, and exercised 
in some form or other, by every civilized communi- 
ty. It is, indeed, inherent in the very nature of 
human society ; as it springs out of that great, uni- 
versal, and essential principle of man—-self-preser- 
vation. ‘The risen generation, is, for the most part, 
fixed. Their habits are formed, their characters 
settled, and what is to be expected from them may 
be ascertained with sufficient exactness for the prin- 
cipal purposes of life. Not so with the rising race. 
No sagacity can foretell what characters shall be 
developed, or what parts performed, by these boys 
and girls who throng our streets, and sport in our 
fields. In their tender breasts are concealed the 
germs, in their little hands are lodged the weapons, 
of a nation’s overthrow or glory. Would it not, 
then, be madness ; would it not be a sort of politi- 
cal suicide, for the commonwealth to be uneoncern- 
ed what direction their infant powers shall take ; or 
into what habits their budding affections shall ripen: 
Or will it be disputed, that the civil authority has a 
right to take care, by a paternal imterference, on be- 
half of the children, tliat the next generation shall 
not prostrate in an hour, whatever has been conse- 
crated to truth, to virtue, and to happiness, by the 
generations that are past ! > 

If this is the common privilege of human nature, 
on what principle shall it be denied to the church of 
Godr Spiritual in her character, furnished with 
every light to guide the understanding ; and every 
precept to mould the heart.—possessing whatever is 
fearful to deter from sin, and whatever is sweet 
and alluring to win to God and holiness, bow is it 
possible that she ‘can have no right to bring these 
her adyamtages to bear upon the youth committed 
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to her trust r ‘Why were they thus committed > How 
shall she deserve the name of the spouse of Christ, 
if she endeavour not to bring up her own children 
in his “nurture and admonition >” Admitting the 
children of believing parents to be her members, the 
right to instruct and watch over them, is a matter of 
course. For it is a solecism and an absurdity to 
talk of a society which has no authority over its 
own members. And when we establish the right, 


we establish also the duty. The power is given to 


be employed. It is a talent for which the master 
will demand an account. If he has authorized his 
church to take charge of the children within her pale, 
she is responsible for the manner in which she ac- 
quits herselt of the trust. How is this to be done ? 

Ist. All baptised children, (whom by their bap- 
tism she acknowledges to be a part of her care,) are 
to be instructed by her authority, and under her eye. 

There is a domestic training which it is her busi- 
ness to.see that parents give their children. But 
she has an interest in these children altogether her 
own. Her ministers, or official catechists, are, in 
her name, to instill into them, the principles of the 
Christian religion, over and above their tuition at 
home ; and whether their parents be faithful to them 
or not. <A child is not to be turned off, and left a 
prey to destruction, because its parents do not shrink 
from the crime of “* blood-guiltiness,” even guiltiness 
of the blood of their own offspring. Means are, 
therefore, to be used, that a// the children of a con- 
gregation attend pubic instruction in the doctrines 
and duties of religion, as an ordinance of Christ ; 
and to have the sense of their subjection to his ordi- 
Mances incorporated with their earliest habits of 
thinking. No church can neglect this care without 
suffering: no church has ever fostered it without 
Vol, Ill.— No. I. C 
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abundant recompense. ‘The most intelligent, sober, 
staid, active Christians, are usually those who have 
grown up under the operation of this gentle but et- 
ficient discipline. 

2d. The church is to inspect the conduct of her 
youth. 

I do not mean that she is to encourage hawkers 
of scandal, nor to entertain legions of spies, for their 
benefit. Not that she is to put on that dismal 
visage which petrifies the juvenile heart; nor to in- 
dulge that morose inquisition which arraigns, as a 
crime, every burst of juvenile cheerfulness. It is 
as much a. part of God’s natural constitution that 


~ youth should be sprightly, as that age should be 


grave. ‘lo reduce to one size and one quality, all 
the decencies of life in all its periods, is the attribute 
of zeal which never discriminates, of severity which 
never learns, or of Pharisaism which finds a righte- 
ousness in reprobating enjoyments which it cannot 
share. 

But, after every proper allowance and precaution, 
there is left a large field of juvenile conduct for the 
eye of the church to explore. Both in affirming the 
principlesyof rectitude, and in resisting the principles 
of evil, she may and she ought to do much for her 
youth. 

If a child be exemplary in-filial or fraternal affec- 
tion; pure in behaviour among others; diligent in 
learning the ho truths of revelation ; ; reveren- 
tial towards the ordinances of public and private 
worship; fearful of sinning agamst God; it is no 
smal] encouragement to have these excellencies ob- 
served, cherished, and honoured, by those who bear 
rule in the chureh. Timidity subsides ; ; bashfulness 
is attempered into modesty; the ductile inclination 
grows into consistent purpose; and thus “ little 
ones” are brought to Jesus Christ, and prepared for 





§. 
es 
oi 
. 
ie: 
3 uj 
ae 
eta . 
% 
ii 
cal 
~ 
- 
Ma 
> 
Rac 
eS 
a 
fat 
a 
a 
i— 
= 
= 
al 
| 
a 
oS 
ms} 
es 
Ss 
4 








a2, 


i 
f 
ast 
a 
os 
ie] 
ra 
Bs 
ts "I 
tr 
Tes 
b 
Rs 
# 
i 
‘eR 
ff 
So 
AS 
“aR 
a 
3 
= 
a> 
Pe 


od 


ELE ee 





t aan 
4 
= 
2a i 
e 
wood 
bom 
Mee 


dow 





Cuvurcn of God.—N°. 1X.—Results. 19 


occupying, in due season, the places of those whose 
gray hairs announce the approach of that hour in 
which they are to be numbered with them who have 
died in faith. 

On the other hand, can any reflecting person 
doubt, that the seasonable interposition of the church 
of God, might save many a youth from falling a 
victim to his own depravity, or to the depravity of 
others > Why should a doubt be entertained on the 
subject? Is the experiment fairly tried? Are the 
churches in the habit of throwing themselves in be- 
tween ruin and the youth who have not openly pro- 
fessed religion ?* Do parents, on the failure of do- 
mestic admonition, ever resort to this remedy: 
Ought they not to do it?) Why should a tender and 
solemn remonstrance, in the name of the living God, 
the Creator and the Judge of all, be without its in- 
fluence in recovering an unpractised sinner from 
the errour of the wicked? Why should not an aw- 
thoritative expostulation, on the part of the church 
of God, brought home to individual feeling, have 
some effect, as a rational means, in prevailing with 
the young to’consider their obligation to recognize 
the vows made over them in their baptismr ‘There 
are more troublesome consciences on this point, 
ainong our youth, than we, perhaps, imagine. Why 
should they not be told, that continuance in care- 
lessness, or abandonment to iniquity, will compel 
the church of God to disown them, and to rank 
them with those concerning whom she has no pro- 
mises to plead: Let it not be said that “ the state 
‘‘ of religious society forbids such an interference— 
“that parents and children would spurn at it as an 
“encroachment upon their liberty—and that in- 
“stead of gaining our youth, it would drive them, 

‘at once, into the camp of the profane ;”—at least, 
ie not these things be said without facts to support 
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them. They are the suggestions of fear, unsanction- 
ed by experience. No doubt, in the decayed state 
of Christian order, much prudence is necessary for 
its revival: but the necessity of prudence cannot ex- 
cuse inaction. It is very possible, also, that some 
young saints would “ kick against the pricks.” But 
the same objection lies. against the faithful preach- 
ing of the word; and against the impartial use of 
discipline toward professors. There are weighty 
reasons why a judicious extension of church-autho- 
rity to baptised youth in general, would not be so 
fruitless and despicable as some suppose. 

First, The mere power of opinion which it would 
employ, could not be easily resisted. It is to be re- 
membered, that a very little quantity of opinion goes 
a great way with all minds which have not yet ac- 
quired self-stability ; and such opinion as the Chris- 
tian church can at all times command, no man living 
can disregard with impunity. 

Secondly, In many instances, this interference 
would combine with domestic precept and example ; 
and how far their united forces would go, nothing 
but the event is entitled to pronounce. 

Thirdly, Dissolute as the world is, and disposed 
as multitudes are to scoff at ever thing which bears 
the image and superscription of heats Christ, it will 
be no recommendation even with thoughtless peo- 
ple, that a young person fled away from the voice 

of kindly instruction; much less that he was thrust 
out on account of hie vices. Some there are, who, 
to serve the present hour, would applaud his spirit ; 
and, on the first disagreement, would upbraid him 
with his disgrace. Itis not in human nature to stand 
easily under an excommunication of any sort. Ex- 
clusion, for faults, from any decent society, is, and 
ever will be, a stigma. Whoever disbelieves it, has 
only to try. 
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Fourthly, The providence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and his control over the hearts and affairs 
of men, are especially to be regarded. Perhaps no 
instance can be shown of contempt upon the disci- 
pline of his house not being followed, sooner or later, 
with most disastrous consequences to the offender. 
He has promised to own, support, and vindicate it, 
as solemnly as he ever promised to bless the gospel 
of his grace. If more stress were laid upon his 

agency in rendering effectual his own institutions ; 
we.should both discharge our duty more exactly, and 
see it crowned with greater success. Let the church- , 
es begin to look ‘after their youth—let them com- 
mit their efforts to their master’s faithfulness. It 
will be time enough to complain when he “ leaves 
himself without a witness.” 

3d. There is a particular class of children to 
whom the church owes a duty which she too fre- 
quently neglects—I mean orphans. 

Godly parents die; and their little ones are scat- 
tered. Scattered, indeed, they often must be, but 
forgotten they ought not to be. ‘They are often per- 
mitted to be placed in families where they can reap 
no religious benefit. All responsibility for them 
seems to be thrown away, and given to the winds 
with the last breath of their father or mother. Thus 
abandoned by the church, which ought to be to them 
in God’s stead, and when their father and their mother 
forsake them, to take them up, they are in danger 
of being lost in this world, and in the world to come. 
I speak immediately of those who have no private 
dependence but the bounty of strangers. Guilt in 
this matter, there certainly is, and the sooner we 
arise to shake it out of our skirts; the better will it 
be for ourselves, and our own children. 
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THE TRUE IDEA OF PROPHECY. 
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Havine premised thus much concerning the 7 
rivet interpretation of the text, and the important re- | 
lation it bears to the present subject, I shou!d now 
proceed to inquire what conclusions naturally and 
fairly result from it. For from this assumption, 
that Jesus is the end of prophecy, it will, I think, 
follow very evidently, that the greater part of those 
objections which make so much noise, and are so 
confidently urged on the subject of prophecy, have 
no force at all in them. 

But, before we enter on that task, it may be useful 
at _ to consider more particularly what the assuMED 
i PRINCIPLE itself is, and to pause a while in con- 
templation of this idea. 

The text, as here interpreted, and in full conso- 
‘ie nance with the tenor of the sacred writings, implies 7/7 
mam this fact—that Prophecy in general, (that is, all the 
| prophecies of the Old and New Testament, ) hath | 
its ultimate accomplishment in the history and dis- 
pensation of Jesus. : 

But now, if we look into those writings, we find, 

That prophecy is of a prodigious extent ; that it 
asic aneabivs from the fall of man, and reaches to the 
consummation of all things ; that, for many ages, it 
was delivered darkly, to few. persons, and with “large 
intervals from the date of one prophecy to that of 
another; but at length became more clear, more 
frequent, and was uniformly carried on in the 
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tine of one people, separated from the rest of the 
world, among other reasons assigned, for this princi- 
pally, to be ‘the repository of the divine oracles ; 

that, with some intermission, the spirit of prophecy 
subsisted among the people, to the coming of 
Christ : that He himself and his apostles exercised 
this power in the most conspicuous manner ; and 
left behind them many predictions, recorded in the 
books of the New Testament, which profess to re- 
spect very distant events, and even run out to the 
end of time; or, in St. John’s expression, to that 
period, when the mystery of God shall be per- 


fected*. 


2. Further, besides the extent of this prophetic 
scheme, the dignity. of the Person whom it con- 
cerns deserves our consideration. He is described 
in terms which excite the most august and magni- 
ficent ideas. He is spoken of, indeed, sometimes, 
as being the Seed of the woman. and as the Son of 
man ; yet so as being at the same time of more 


‘than mortal extraction. He is even represented to 


us, as being superior to men and angels; as far 
above all principality and power, above all that is 
accounted great, whether in heaven or in earth; as 
the word and wisdom of God; as the eternal Son 
of the Father; as the heir of all things, by whom 
he made the worlds ; as the brightness of his glory, 
and the express image of his person, 

We have no words to denote greater ideas, than 
these : the mind of man cannot elevate itself to no- 
bler conceptions. Of such transcendent worth and 
excellence is that Jesus said to be, to whom all the 
prophets bear witness ! 

3. Lastly, the declared purpose, for which the 


* Rev. x. 7 
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Messiah, prefigured by so long a train of prophecy, 
came into the world, corresponds to all the rest of 
the representation. It was not to deliver an op- 
pressed nation from civil tyranny, or to erect a great 
civil empire, that is, to achieve one of those acts, 
which history accounts most heroic. No: it was 
not a mighty state, avicter people—- 


“ Non res Romane perituraque regna—” 


that was worthy to enter into the contemplation of 
this divine person. It was another and far sublimer 
purpose, which He came to accomplish; a pur- 
pose, in comparison of which, all our policies are 
poor and little, and all the performances of man as 
nothing. It was to deliver a world from ruin; to 
abolish sin and death; to purify and immortalize 
human nature; and thus, in the most exalted sense 
of the words, to be the Saviour of all men, and the 
blessing of all nations. 

There is no exaggeration in this account. I 
deliver the undoubted sense, if not always the very 
words of Scripture. 

Consider then to what this representation amounts. 
Let us unite the several parts of it, and bring them 
to a point. <A spirit of prophecy pervading all time 
—characterising one person, of the highest dignity— 
and proclaiming the accomplishment of one pur- 
pose, the most beneficent, the most divine, that ima- 
gination itself can project.—Such is the scriptural 
delineation, whether we will receive it or no, of that 
economy, which we call prophetic ! 

And now then, (if we must be reasoning from 
our ideas of fit and right, to the rectitude of the 
divine conduct ,) let me ask, in one word, whether, 
on the supposition that it should ever please the 
moral Governor of the world to reveal himself by 
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prophecy at all, we can conceive him to do it, in a 
manner, or for ends more worthy of him? Does 
not the extent of the scheme correspond to. our 
best ideas of that infinite Being; to whom all. dura- 
tion is but a point, and to whose view all time is 
equally present? Is not the object of this scheme, 
the Lamb of God- that was slain from the founda- 
tion of the world, worthy, in our conceptions, of all 
the honour that can be reflected upon him by so 
vast and splendid an economy? Is not the end of 
this scheme such as.we should think most. fit for 
such a scheme of prophecy to :predict, and for se 
divine a person to accomplish ? 

You see every thing here is of a piece; all the 
parts of this dispensation are astonishingly great. 
and perfectly harmonize with each other. 

. We, who admit the divinity of those records, 
which represent to us this state of things, cannot 
but be infinitely affected with it : since, in that case, 
we only contemplate an undoubted fact, in this re- 
presentation. And it should further seem that even 
those, who question that authority of Scripture, 
must, if they be ingenuous, confess themselves 
struck by a representation at once so sublime and 
consistent. 'T hey require, on all occasions, to have 
reasons of what they call fitness, in the divine con- 
duct, pointed out to them: Can they overlook them 
here, where they are so obvious and so convincing ? 
At least the credibility of such ascheme, as that of 
prophecy is in scripture represented to be, appears 
not, so far as we have hitherto considered it, to be 
opposed or lessened in any degree by our natural 
prejudices ; by the best notions, I mean, which we 
can frame on this subject ; but is, indeed, much 
strengthened and confirmed by them. 

On the idea of such a scheme as is here present- 
Vol. I11.—No. I. D 
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ed to us, I enlarge no further, at present, than just 
to make one general observation. It is this: That 
the argument from prophecy is not to be formed 
from the consideration of single prophecies, but 
from all the prophecies taken together, and consi- 
dered as making one system; in which, from the 
mutual dependence aad connexion of its parts, pre- 
ceding prophecies prepare and illustrate those which 
follow, and these, again, reflect light on the forego- 
ing: just as, In any philosophical system, that 
which shows the solidity of it, is the harmony and 
correspondence of the whole; not the application 
of it, in particular instances. 

Hence, though the evidence be but small, from 
the completion of any one prophecy, taken. sepa- 
rately, yet, that evidence being always something, 
the amount of the whole evidence, resulting from a 
great number of prophecies, all relative to the same 
design, may be considerable ; like many scattered 
rays, whwch: though each be weak in itself, yet con- 
centrated into one point, shall form a strong light, 
and strike the sense very powerfully. Still more : 
this evidence is not simply a growing evidence, but 
is indeed multiplied upon us, from the number of 
reflected lights which the several component parts of 
such a system reciprocally throw upon each: till, 
at length, the conviction rise into a high degree of 
moral certainty. 

It hath been said, indeed, of this scheme, or way 
of considering prophecy, that it is an imaginary 
scheme, of which there ts not the least trace in any 
of the four gospels ; and that it even contradicts 
the whole evidence of prophecy, as it was understood 
and applied by the apestles and evangelists*. 


* Dr. Mippieton’s Works, vol, iii. 2. 137. London, 1752, 4to. 
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But what, is there no trace of this scheme in the 
gospel, when Jesus himself began at Moses and the 
prophets, and expounded (to his disciples] 2 a Lu the 
scriptures the things concerning himself ? Is this 
scheme contradictory to the evidence of prophecy, 
as understood by the apostles, when St. Peter argu- 
ed with the Jews from what God had spoken “by 
the mouth of atu his prophets, since the world 
began ? : 

Is not here a series of prophecies, expressly re- 
ferred to, as running up not only to the times of 
Moses*, but to the beginning of the world? And 
is not this series argued from, as constituting one 
entire system of prophecy, and as affording an evi- 
dence distinct from that which arises from the con- 
sideration of each prophecy, taken singly and by 
itself r 

But Jesus and his apostles, usually applied the 
prophecies singly and independently on each other, as 
so many differ ent arguments for the general tr uth 
of the gos elt. 

Could they do uthievivite; when the occasions offer- 
ed, in the course of their ministry, to which those pro- 
phecies were to be applied? Or, could they do det- 
ter, in their discourses to the people, to whom the ar- 
gument from single prophecies would be more fami- 
liar, than that complicated one, arising from a whole 
system? Does it follow, because the prophecies 
were applied singly, that therefore they might not 
with good reason be applied systematically ; or that 
they may not now be so applied, when we have to 





* Though by Moses is here meant, not the prophecies of 
Moses only, but the do0ks of Moses, containing those former 
prophecies, which, as St. Peter says, had been delivered, since 
the world began. 

t Dr. Mipp.eron, 7f. 139. 
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do with those who are capable of entering into this 
sort of argumentation? Will it be said that, because 
the moral precepts of thé gospel are delivered sin- 
gly, there is therefore no such thing as a system of 
morality, or that the subject may not be treated with 
propriety, and with advantage too, in that form ? 

On the whole, the prophecies of the Old. and 
New Testament, ha clearly all the qualities of 
what we call a syst that is, consisting of many 
particulars, dependent on each other, and intimate- 
ly connected by their reference to a common end, 
there is no reason why they may not be consider ed 
in this light; and there is great reason why they 
should be so considered, since otherwise, on many 
occasions, we shall not do justice to the argument 
itself. 

To return then to the text, (which implies the ex- 
istence and use of such a system,) and to conclude 
with it. The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of 
Jesus. This angelic information presents, at first 
sight, an idea stupendous indeed, but, on such a 
subject, suitable enough to our expectations. It 
offers no violence to the natural sense of the human 
mind ; but, on the contrary, hath every thing in it 
to engage our belief and veneration. 
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REMARKABLE BENEVOLENCE. 


The following instance of Remarkable Benevolence 
we take from the Religious Monitor ; in which it 
appears as a translation from the periodical pub- 
lications of the Basil Society. Let the rich read 
it, and acknowledge the en : let the poor also 
read it, and see in it a ‘Wely comment on the 

promise, “‘ Bread shall be given him, and _ his 

waters shall be sure.” 7 







f B. WAS a native of Alsace ; and on a journey 
he made to K- , he married. He inhabited a small 
house, without the gates of the town; and his em- 
ployment barely subsisted him, though he constantly 
worked for rich and respectable people in the city. 

He was a painter and gilder. Every evening he 
was accustomed to bring bread home with him for 
his family, from the produce of his work. It hap- 
pened, however, once, that he did not receive his 
money. Although God has expressly commanded, 

that the. ‘‘ sun shall not go down before the labourer 
receives his hire,” yet the degenerate Christian pays 
but little attention to the commands of his Maker ! 

Very many, and clergymen amongst the number, are 
not even acquainted with all his written commands, 
more especially those in the Old Testament, not- 
withstanding Jesus Christ hath absolutely declared, 
in Matth. v. 18. that all shall be strictly observed, 
and that not a jot or tittle thereof shall fail. Now 
could the poor gilder no longer get paid by his em- 
ployers. For some time, however, he was enabled 
to carry home bread with him as usual to his hun- 
gry family ; but at length every resource was ex- 
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hausted. Throughout the day, during his work, he 
put up an inward prayer to God, that he would gra- 
ciously dispose the hearts of his masters in his fa- 
vour, so that they might not allow him to go home 
pennyless ; but the day passed, the time of labour 
finished, and the poor husband and father had no- 
thing—nothing at all to take home with him! Me- 
lancholy and sad red the suburbs where he 
lived, with a heavy , and downcast eyes. Some 
one going towards the city, met him, saluted him as 
he passed, and slipping a piece of silver into his 
hand, glided by him. _ B. stood stock-still, astonish- 
ed ; and shouting aloud, with eyes u plitted, tears ran 
down his cheeks ; and he bitterly reproached him- 
self for his vile unbelief in that God who feedeth the 
ravens, and numbers the very hairs of our heads. 

“ Passing onwards, his way lay through a path 
between two hedges, where he heard a faint voice, 
in a mournful, complaining strain ; and, as he look- 
ed round him to know from whence it proceeded, 
he saw a young man, who had the appearance of a 
traveller, lying on the grass, pale, weak, and emaci- 
ated. ‘‘ What is the matter, my friend” asked the 
poor painter.—* Sir, I am a travelling mechanic, 
and am going towards home: I have yet far to go : 
as my money ran short, I was obliged to act with 
the utmost frugality ; and expended daily only what 
my most urgent necessities demanded : notwithstand- 
ing, my money is all gone. The whole of this day 
have I pursued my journey without tasting food ; 
and my strength is so entirely exhausted, that I can 
20 No further.” What was poor B. to do? He had 
nothing but the small piece of silver :—should he 
give him that? But what would remain for his hun- 
ory expecting children? Perplexed, confounded, and 
almost mechanically, without knowing what he said, 







































Remarkable Benevolence. 31 


he demanded of the young man if he had no small 
money about him, even of the most trifling value, to 
give him in exchange for his little piece of silver. 
““O, my dear Sir, would I had, I should not lie 
longer here!” The heart of poor B. felt a terrible 
conflict. At last, shrugging his shoulders, with great 
sorrow, and heaviness of mindjthe pursued his way : 
but he went not far ; his piec@Of money burned like 
fire in his pocket ; he hastily turned back, gave it to 
the poor traveller, and with great agitation turned 
away quickly, weeping,. sobbing, and almost reeling 
like'a drunken man. He had not proceeded far, be- 
fore he met a man, with several longish loaves of 
bread,.which he carried under his arms, coming di- 
rectly towards him. As they approached each 
other, the man saluted him in a very friendly man- 
ner ; and passing him, slipped one of his loaves un- 
der his arm, and putting a dollar into his hand, has- 
tened away. The poor painter threw himself on 
the grass, and wept aloud! 

“Who can read, without the deepest emotion, 
this wonderful relation of the gracious providence of 
God towards the necessities of his children! The 
worthy painter acted with such pure humanity, and 
the hand of God so visibly interposed, that while we 
are compelled to bestow our warmest approbation on 
his conduct, we are led to offer our humble adora- 
tion at the throne of grace. Such tales as these are 
like apples of gold in dishes of silver; and though 
at all times, yet in our days more especially, a word 
in due season. If the poor Christian is led to fur- 
ther perseverance in his confidence in God, whe 
hears and answers prayer, and the weak believer, 
taught to blush for his unbelief, this memorable in- 
stance of God's paternal care will not have. been re- 
corded in yain !" O. 
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irist, by whom we have now 


Our Lord Jesus ir 


received the Atonement.—Rom v. 11. 
=v 
N°, a. 


ly order to perceive the force of the powerful rea- 
soning which the apostle Paul, under the inspiration 
of the Almighty, employs in this epistle, it is neces- 
sary to know something of the state of religion 
among the Jews at the time in which he wrote. 

It is against the errours of that people, errours 
likely always to arise among those who, destitute of 
grace, make a profession of religion, that the argu- 
ment is principally directed. Simple information 
was sufficient for the heathen who had recently em- 


braced the Gospel. They were sensible that they 


had every thing to learn; and they readily submitted 
to the instruction which was tendered to them by 
the apostles. But much disputation was necessary 
with the Jews, who thought that they already knew 
the way of truth. Proud of their descent, and glo- 
rying in their priesthood, the natural offspring of 
Abraham did not hesitate in conceiving themselves, 
independently of faith and holiness, to ‘be the pecu- 
liar favourites of heaven. 

The two sects, which, at this period, were most 
conspicuous in contending for power in the Jewish 


church, are the Sadducees and Pharisees. The con- 


tentions of these formidable parties had for a centu- 
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ry distracted the councils of the nation, and corrupt- 
ed the religion established in Judea. 

The former exerted their influence over the San- 
hedrim, the Temple, and the Priesthood; and the 
latter had obtained the principal direction of the 
schools, the pulpits of the Synagogues, and the pre- 
judices of the populace. The Sadducees were sup- 
ported by the most opulent of the inhabitants. Since 
the days of Hircanus, who united in his own person, 
the supreme ecclesiastical power, with the civil and 
the military, and who was besides an intolerant 
Sadducee ; the influence of the supreme council of 
Elders, and of the great body of the Priests, had 
been employed in favour of this sect*. During 
the reign of Janneus, the Sanhedrim, with the ex- 
ception of a solitary individual, consisted altogether 
of Sadducees. Annas and Caiaphas, well known in 
evangelical history, belonged also to the same sect. 
The Sadducees rejected the doctrines of a special 
providence, of the immortality of the soul, and of 
a future state. With such sentiments, the Jewisli 
priesthood, supported by their tithes, and by the 
learning, the wealth, and the power of Judea, pre- 
sented a formidable opposition to the progress of 
the gospel. They combined irreligion with a pro- 
fession of the established system, which, on ac- 
count of its emoluments, they did not hesitate to sub- 
scribe: a combination, which, however pernicious, 
is, alas! far from being uncommon in other nations. 

The Pharisees had, upon ¢hetr side, by far the 
greater part of the common people. Assisted by 
the scribes, they engrossed, in a great measure, the 
ministry of the synagogues. Animated witha super- 
stitious zeal, making pretensions to an extraordinary 


* Joseph. Antiq. lib. 13.cap. 11, & de bel. Jud. lib. i. cap. 3, 4. 
Vol. I1.—No. I. FE 
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piety, they contrived to inflame the minds of their 
hearers with a spurious devotion, by their discours- 


es from the pulpits, and their unwearied efforts to 


disseminate their sentiments by private conversation. 
They accommodated themselves to the ignorance of 
the lower classes; they adapted their doctrines to 
the gross conceptions, the prejudices and the pas- 
sions of the multitude; they imposed upon the cre- 
dulity, and succeeded in ensnaring the consciences 
of vast numbers in their own delusions. The Pha- 
risees professed a strict adherence to the ceremoni- 
al law. an accurate observance of the traditions of 
the elders, and a patriotic attachment to the liber- 
ties and independence of their country; and while 
they urged the doctrine of a future state, they 
taught that salvation was secured to the Jews, upon 
the sole condition of obedience to these external 
rites, which they uniformly represented as entitling 
them to covenanted mercy. 

In the course of a few years after the ascension 
of our Saviour into glory, great numbers of the Jews 
embraced the Christian dispensation; and several 
of the new converts were affected with the “ leaven 
of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.” Several 
carried along with them from the o/d to the new 
dispensation of grace, those false principles which 
are equally opposite to doth. ‘They who had no in- 
ward experience of the power of godliness, whatever 
may have been their proiession, formed very inade- 
quate conceptions of the deep depravity and misery 
of man, of the evil of sin, and of the method of sal- 
vation through a Redeemer. These expected justi- 


fication on some one of the three following grounds. 


_1. Some supposed that the Jews should be justi- 
fied on account of the piety of the patriarchs *. 


* Kim. Com. Hes. ili. 2. Pococke. Miscel. 170, 171. 
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2, Others -supposed that their knowledge of the 
= would justify them * 

. Several imagined that justification proceeded 
casi the ground of their punctual performance of 
those rites which had been enjoined upon them in 
the law given by Moses f. 

Such was the degrading idea which they had 
formed of the divine holiness, and the proud opinion 
which they cherished of their own excellence, that 
they imagined the righteousness of his moral g0- 
vernment would be amply supported by awarding 
to them exemption from punishment, and the felicity 
of heaven upon one or other of these terms. ‘hey 
also laboured to impress the Gentiles, who discover- 
ed an inclination to receive revealed religion, with a 
belief in the justness of those crude sentiments. 
Such. pernicious doctrines required refutation. ‘They 
called for a demonstration, from the scriptures of 
the Old Testament, for which the Jews professed 
the most perfect reverence, of those great principles, 
upon which the salvation offered in the gospel, and 
purchased by the Redeemer, necessarily depended. 

The inspired apostle, accordingly, provides an an- 
tidote to the poison, in this epistle written from Co- 
rinth, to the church of Christ in Rome, and trans- 
mitted by Phebe, a sister remarkable for her piety, 
and her services to the church of Cenchrea, of 
which she was a member, in the year 58. 

After an affectionate salutation, in which he 
magnifies his own holy and extraordinary office, the 
Apostolate, he exhibits the righteousness of God, re- 
quiring that wrath be revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men f. By 


* Rom. ii. 13. 17—29. 
{+ Rom. iii. 28. See also Mich. Int, vol. 4. page 94. 
t Chap. i. 17, 18. . 
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an ample induction of facts, and with arguments of 
conclusive power, he proves both Jews and Gentiles 
that they are all under sin, that every mouth may 
be stopped, and all the world become guilty before 
God*. By an inference necessary from these pre- 
mises, by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
just ited, he prepares the way for a declaration of the 
righteousness of God manifested in justification by 
grace, through the redemption that is. in Christ 
Jesus. Itis thus, and thus only, that God is just, 

and the justifier of him which believeth in Teak 

In the fourth chapter he illustrates, by an explanation 
of the case of Abraham, the nature of faith, and justi- 
fication by imputed righteousness ; and in the fifth, 
he proceeds to a discussion of the benefits flowing 
from justification. After enumerating a variety of 
Gospel blessings, the apostle, in the 8th verse, di- 
rects the Romans to the spring from whence the 
system of grace, with all its invaluable blessings, 
flow—the love of God manifested in the death of 
Christ. ‘ But God commendeth his love towards 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” He then immediately states that the death 
of Christ procures our reconciliation with God— 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
and declares the infallible certainty of the salvation 
of all who are partakers_of reconciliation—much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved. Upon 
this footing believers have indeed cause to rejoice 
in the Lord. The apostle accordingly adds in the 
11th verse, /Ve also yoy in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now ‘received the 
Atonement. 

The doctrine of the Atonement affords joy to be- 
lievers, and is worthy of their attention. 

* Rom. i, 9. 19. + lll, 20——26 
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_ As we propose to devote a series of Essays under 
this head to an elucidation of the doctrine, it will 
be necessary, in this early stage of the discussion, to 
inform our readers what ideas We annex to the word 
Atonement, as employed in a religious acceptation. 
Correct definitions of the expressions employed in 
designation of any important subject, are recom- 
mended no less by the nature of the case itself, than 
by the best writers on the art of reasoning. We 
apprehend also, that in order to comprehend what we 
shall hereafter offer in proof of the fact, that Christ 
has made atonement for sin, and in illustration of 
its nature and extent; recourse must be frequently 
had to the definition which shall now be given of the 
term in which we express the doctrine. 

By the Atonement we mean, 

That which effectually removes the offence of 
sin, and procures for the sinner reconciliation with 
God. | 
- The common acceptation of the word Atonement, 
certainly supports this definition. It is uniformly 
employed to'signify adequate reparation for an in- 
sult or an injury, in order to restore to friendship 
parties at variance. It occurs only once in the 
scriptures of the New Testament, and that is in the 
text which stands at the head of this Essay. Kararruyn, 
is the Greek word which is thus rendered. The 
translators were constrained by the nature of the sub- 
ject, to render it, in every other instance in which 
it occurs, by the English word—Reconciliation, 
instead of Atonement *, ‘This. is exemplified in the 
verse which precedes the text under review, and 
which forms with it one argument. ‘The corres- 
ponding verb and participle are used in that verse, 


* 2Cor. v. 18,19. Rom. xi. 15. 
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and translated—Reconciled. For if when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled, (Karmraynue *,) to 
God by the death of his Son, much more being re- 
conciled, (Karaaawyeres, *;) we shall be saved by his 
life. And not only so, but we joy in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now re- 
ceived the atonement, (Kaeraarraryny tT.) 

From this passage it appears, that reconciliation 
with God, and eternal salvation, are inseparably con- 
nected; and that both are of equal extent with 
atonement in the New. Testament acceptation. of 
that word. It also appears, how little is their 
acquaintance with the.Holy Scriptures who make a 
separation between atonement and reconciliation, by 
assigning to the one a different extent from that 
which is assigned to the other. Such separation. is 
grossly absurd. God is merciful and just. An ade- 
quate atonement cannot, therefore, possibly fail of 
producing reconciliation with him. 

The Old Testament -acceptation of the word— 
Atonement, also supports our definition. 

The Hebrew word is 1». This root: signifies to 
cover, as the primary idea, and from it are derived 
the Saxon coffre, the French cowvert, as well as the 
English coffer and cover. The Hebrew caper or 
eopher, is first applied to: the pitch which covered 
the ark of Noab, and:secured it from danger by 
water, Gen. vi. 14. It denotes also Hoar-frost, 
which covers the ground, Exod. xvi. 14.—The Cy- 
press, or Camphire tree, which covers from the heat 
by its shade, Song. 1. 14.—A covered bow] or bason, 
Deut. xiv. 26.—The young Lion just forsaking his 
covert, Jer, xxv. 38.—And a small village, as a 
covert or retired place in the country. Josh. xvilt. 24. 


* Atoned for. + Reconciliation. 
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na is the word, also, for the mercy-seat, or the 
cover of the ark of the covenant, Exod. xxv. 17, 
which is rendered by the Septuagint, iAacneo. Upon 
this mercy-seat of pure gold, God dwelt in the She- 
kinah, and from it he communed with his covenant 
people from between the Cherubim, as a reconciled 
God. The apostle Paul explains this mystery. 
Jesus Christ is the mercy-seat in whom God is re- 
conciled. Rom. iit. 25. Whom God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation, (iaracngo,) through faith im his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission 
of sins. In Christ we have the ~»>, the propitiation, 
the atonement for the remission of sins. To cover 
sin, is, therefore, to pardon it—to remove the of- 
fence for reconciliation. blessed is he whose trans- 
gression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Psalm 
Xxx. 1. 

The Hebrew word, in all instances in which it is © 
applied to denote the effect produced by the pia- 
cular oblations required by the law, and in which 
our translators render it by the word—Atonement, 
bears its primary signification to cover, in a moral 
acceptation *. It signifies covering the offence of 
sin for the purpose of establishing a perfect recon- 
ciliation. The verb is, accordingly, translated ¢o 
make Atonement, Exod. xxx. 15, to make Reconci- 
hiation, Lev. vill. 15, to appease, Gen. xxxii. 20, to 
be merciful, Deut. xxi. 8, and to forgive, Jer. xviii. 
25. And the noun is rendered Ransom, Exod. 
xxx. 12, Satisfaction, Num. xxxv. 31, and Atone- 
ment, Exod. xxix. 36. 

As we are convinced that important results in the 
investigation of Scripture doctrines depend on ‘this 
criticism, we deem it proper further to add, that 


* Num. xxix. 11. Lev. 1. 4. and v. 6. &e. kc. 
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this idea is included in every application of this word 
to the moral relations of man with man. The person 
whose ox had, through neglect, killed a man or wo- 
man, was permitted by the law of Moses to redeem 
his life by a sum of money. This sum covered the 
transgression, and established friendship. It was 
called .22. Exod. xx1..30. 

The punishment of a murderer, was, in no case, 
to be remitted. Nothing therefore could remove 
his offence, or reconcile society to him. Ye shall 
take no satisfaction, (copher,) for the life of a mur- 
derer*. Evena bribe which by corrupting a judge, 
covers transgression, 1s called by the same name f. 

From this examination it abundantly appears, that 
the Scriptures of the Old Testament support our 
definition ; that Atonement is but another name for 
Satisfaction, Propitiation, or Redemption ; and that 
it is inseparable from Reconciliation, the forgive- 


ness of sin, or a participation in the mercy and 
friendship of God. 


* Num. xxxy. 31. t 1 Sam. xii. 8. 
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FROM THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 


ANECDOTE. 


{T is much to be regretted that the works of the 
illustrious Calvin are so little read in the present 
day. Every person who is acquainted with the 
writings of our most eminent reformers, both in 
England and Scotland, such as Hooker, ‘Creamer, 
Knox, &c. knows that no man was held in. higher 
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estimation by those distinguished characters than 
John Calvin, and no human compositions were more 
read and adinired by them than his.—Nor was it 
only by persons of the above description that Cal- 
vin's writings were esteemed. The depth and in- 
genuity of his thoughts, the strength and accuracy 
of his reasoning, and the purity and elegance: of his 
diction, have led many who had no relish for the 
Gospel to peruse his works. - 

The celebrated infidel, Lord Bolingbroke, was a 
remarkable instance of this ; and the following anec- 
dote, in proof of it, may be depended on.’ One day 
a Clergyman of his Lordship’s aequaintance, (Mr. 
C h, who died Vicar of Battersea,) happeneéd to 
call for tine when he was reading in Calvin’ s Insti- 
tutes. “* You have found me,” ‘said’ his Lordship, 
° “reading John Calvin. He was indeed a man of 

at parts, profound sense, and vast learning. He 
e ofan the doctrines of grace in a very masterly 





“« manner.” —“ Doctrines of grace!” replied ‘the 
Clerg yman, “ the doctrines of grace have set all 
x canine together by the ears.” ‘ I am surprised 


‘to hear you say so,” answered Lord Bolingbroke, 

“ you who profess to believe and to preach Christi- 
“ anity. Those doctrines are certamly the doctrines 
“ of the Bible: and, if I believed the Bible, I must 
* believe them. And, let me sériously tell you, 
‘‘ that I think the greatest miracle in the world is, 
‘the subsistence of Christianity, and its continued 
“« preservation as a religion, when the preaching of 
“it is committed to the care of such unchristian 
“‘ gentlemen as you,” 


Vor. III.—No. I. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
STATE OF RELIGION: IN HOLLAND IN 1806. 


-—3Io 


By the new Constitution, (the regal,) every religious | 
sect is equal in the eye of the. law ; and their respective 
ministers are all equally. excluded from any of the func- 
tions dependent on the government. he provincial 
Synods are 9 in number, forming a total of 53 classes, to 
which are attached 1570 preachers. The Roman Catho- 
lics have 300 churches, which are attended by 400 priests, 
Without including the conguered countries. The Armi- 
nians:are spread throughout the provinces of. Guelder- 
land, Holland, Utrecht, and Friesland. This society con- 
sists of 34 communities, at the head of which are 43 
preachers. The other sects chiefly tolerated in Holland, 
are the Lutherans, the Anabaptists, the Moravian breth- 
ren, distinguished by the name of the Evangelical Fra- 
ternity ; the Greeks, Armenian Christians, Quakers, and 
the Jews. Of all the states in Europe, Holland is the 
ene where the Jews haye for a long time back been ad- 
mitted to a civil existence. They are divided, as else- 
where, into German and Portuguese Jews. The latter 
are the richest: their manners are more polished, and 
they are further removed than the Germans, from the 
tices and customs with which this nation is reproached 
in: certain partsof Europe. By a decree, passed.in 1796, 
the Jews, like the Catholics, have acquired certain poli- 
tical rights. Amsterdam owes a great part of its flou- 
rishing situation to the Portuguese Jews: they are look- 
ed upon as the most enlightened of the Israelites. Sketches 
of Holland, under King Louis Napoleon, 1806, contained in 
the Monthly Magazine, Ap, 1809. 
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DOMESTIC, 
ah 
STATE OF RELIGION 


WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE 
SYNOD OF NEW-YORK, AND NEW-JERSEY, 


- OCTOBER, 1809. 


The Synod, having heard from each of their members 
a detailed account of the state of religion within their 
bounds, find, that although there are some things that 
give just cause for mutual congratulations and unfeigned 
gratitude to Almighty God, yet there are others that call] 
fox-mourning and-deep humiliation. 
» Throughout our bounds there appears to be an increas- 
ing attention te that inyportant part of ministerial duty, 
the catechetical instruction of children. The ordinances 
of the gospel have been in general well attended during 
the past year; and some of our congregations have expe- 
rienced times of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. A pleasing revival of religion has taken place in 
the.county of Suffolk, on Long-Island. The revival here 
has*progressed with great silence, and generally free from 
every appearance of extravaganee. Although this revival] 
has not been confined to persons of any particular age or 
condition in life, yet itis worthy of .remark, that a more 
than usual number of aged persons have become the sub- 
jects.of it ;—in some instances, persons between eighty 
and ninety years of age, have been awakened and hope- 
fully converted. Many of the black people also, have 
been made the subjects of this work; and it appears, 
that more than three hundred persons have been added to 
the church in the year past, in congregations under the 
jurisdiction of the Presbytery of Long-Island, in the coun- 
ty of Suffolk. The effects of this revival have been ap- 
parent in checking the progress of vice and immorality, 
and in a more strict and conscientious observation of the 
Sabbath day. : 

The revival of religion that heretofore has taken place 
within the bounds of the Presbytery of New-York, ap- 
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pears to have been on the decline in the year past. ‘Phe 
Synod, however, are happy in having it in their power to 
state, that there have been very few instances of apostasy 

among those who were the subjects of this revival, and 
that the young: people who have been received into the 
church, are in general zealously engaged in the duties of 
religion. Many Praying Societies still exist, and in gen- 
eral are well attended. And the happy effects of these 
revivals, on the religious and moral character of society, 
appear to be abiding. 

The Synod, however, have reason to lament, that in 
many ‘places within’ their bounds, immorality and vice 
appear to be rising to an alarming height. Profane swear- 
ing, intemperance, and an awful profanation of the Sab- 
bath day, by worldly labour, visiting from place to plate, 
going on parties of pleasure, travelling on journies, and 
the driving of stages, in violation of both the divine and 
human ‘léws, are such great and growing evils, that the 
Synod feel themselves imperiously called upon to lament 
them; and to urge the members of their churches to exert 
themselves by all prudent means to prevent their continu- 
ance. ‘How lamentable! that in places where the light of 
the gospel shines with peculiar brightness, any should be 
found hardy enough to despise the goodness of God, and 
by a wilful violation of his holy laws, expose themselves 
to his just displeasure, both here and hereafter. : 

The Synod recommend to all the membets ‘of their 
churches, diligence and perseverance in. the discharge of 
all religious duties... Let them: stand clothed with: the 
gospel armour, opposing with fortitude every evil work; 
tet them be diligent in redeeming: the time, because the 
days are evil; and let them shine as lights in the world, 
that others, seeing their good works, may Slorify their 
heavenly Father. 

We have only to add our fervent prayer, that the Spi- 
rit of the Lord may lift upa standard against the enemy; 


_ that the great Head of the Church would revive his own 


work; and’ that the knowledge of a crucified Saviour 
may soon'spread through every kindred and tongue, until 
the whole earth be filled with his ‘glory. Anam , 
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< BIBLE ‘SOCIETIES. 


We have observed with much pleasure, that the atten- 
tion of some parts of the religious community in this 
country, has, of late, been employed in the establishmenty 
of Bible Societies. Within the last thirteen months, 
three societies of this kind have been instituted in three 
different States. We would do all in our power to che- 
rish and promote a spirit which promises to extend to the 
hearts of the poor, the Gospel-of Life. On this account 
we omit our Missionary intelligencefor this number, to 
make toom for a short sketeh of what progress Bible So- 
cieties’' have made in this country, and also for abstracts 
of the fourth and fifth Reports of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

We are sorry that our own country furnishes us with so 
few materials. “But we hope no one will despise the day 
of'smail things. Our commencement is certainly promis- 
ing; and we hope that the steady and faithful perseve- 
rance of those who have already entered this path of du- 
ty, will soon command the assistance of many followers. 

*In the month of December, 1808, a Bible Society was 
instituted in Philadelphia, and at its meeting on the Ist 
May, 1809, reported—That, at that time, the managers 
had purchased 1300 English Bibles, 300 English New 
Testaments, 500 German New Testaments, and had dis- 
tributed nearly the whole of them—that on account of 
the difficulty of executing an edition of the German Bible 
in this country, they had directed that 300-copies, and 
as many’of the New Testament, should be imported from 
Germany, as soon as intercourse with Europe should be 
restored:; and that 100 French, 100 Welsh, and 50 


_», Gaelic Bibles, together with 50 English N. Testaments, 





of a large type, should be imported from London as soon 
as possible. | 

In May, 1809, a Bible Society: was formed in Connce- 
ticut; but we a not yet heard what progress it has 
mate. Paths 

« In- December, 1809, The New-York Bible Society was 
instituted ; of which the following is the Constitution : 
1. All copies of the Scriptures, distributed or viublished 
by this Society, shall be without notes, and of the 
version in common use among Protestants, in whose 
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- Janguages, respectively, it* may be deemed useful to 
4 anes er publish them. 
2. Persons of every denomination may become members. 
3. Every member shall pay five dollars at the time of 
subscribing the Constitution, and three Soon every 
year aiterwards. Every person who shall pay fifty 
dollars in any single payment, shall be a te du- 
sing life, without any further contribution. 
4, The business of the Society shall be. conducted. by 
twenty-four Managers, viz. a President, two Vice-Pre- 
sidents, two Secretaries, a Treasurer, and eighteen 
others, who shall, after. the first election, be chosen 
. annually by ballot, by, the members present, on the 
first Monday in December. Seven of the managers 
shall be a quorum for the, transaction. of all business, 
except the appropriation of money above the sum of 
two hundred dollars, when thirteen shall be necessary : 
in either, case, the president, or one of the vice-pre- 
sidents and one of. the secretaries, shall be of the quo- 
rum. They shall make by-laws for regulating the bu- 
siness of the Society; carry on its necessary corres- 
. pondence ; aud lay before the Society, at the annual 
meeting, an account of their transactions during the 
preceding year, 
5, A-special. mecting may be called at any time by the 
‘President, at his own pleasure, or at the request of any 
three members. | 
6G. No alteration of this Constitution shall be made with- 
out the concurrence of two-thirds of the members 
present. ) 
Officers and Managers for the present year. 





Rey. Dr. Livincston, President, 

Rey, Dr. Mason, Ist V. President, 

Rey. Mr. Parxrnson, 2d Do. 

Rey. Dr. Mrcyer, : : 

Rev, Dr. Mt Lzop, Gerretartcs, 

D. L. Dopce, Treasurer. 
Managers. 

Rey. Dr. MitLepoues, 

Rev. Dr. Romexy, . 

Rev. Mr. Witiiams, 

Rev. Mr, Macnray, 

Rev. Mr. Tuatcner, 

Exisua Cort, 


Jno, STOUTENBURGH, 
| Ropert Gosman, 

J. I. Marearum, 
Diviz BetHuns, 
Davin GELsTON,. 
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ABSTRACT GF THE FOURTH REPORT 


OF THE 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


—<D4 


IN the last report, the committee noticed the pleasing 
effects produced on the continent by this society, not- 
withstanding the war. They have since been gratified 
with information, that the Bible Society at Basle was la- 
bouring with assiduity in the printing, both of the Old 
and New Testament. They have also learnt that a coti- 
siderable addition to the fuhds of that society was ex- 
pected. At Berlin, notwithstanding the prevalence of 
general distress, and the pressure of extreme poverty, the 
fifty-sixth sheet of the Bohemian Bible was printed in 
May, 1807. The totalinterruption of ail correspondencé 
with the continent, since that time, has deprived thé 
committee of any further information either from Basle 
or Berlin, or from Petersburgh or Esthonia. Nearly thé 
whole edition of the Icelandic version of the New Tes- 
tament, consisting of 5009 copies, of which 2000 were 
printed at the Society’s expense, was dispatched to Ice- 
land in the spring of last year, and consigned to persons 
who would feel themselves deeply interested in the pro- 
per distribution of it. The state of Iceland renders this 
intelligence particularly interesting; the Scriptures are 
highly esteemed by the common people there, and aré _ 
read whenever they canbe obtained, in their domestic 
worship, in preference to all other books; but copies had 
become so scarce, that they could not be purchased at 
any price. The 500 copies of the New Testament, in- 
tended for the bishop of that island, were detained for a 
vessel destined for the place of his residence, and were 
im Copenhagen during the bombardment, but escaped 
the flames which destroyed the greatest part of the build- 
ing in which they were deposited. The intention of 
‘the committee to promote an edition of the entire Serip- 
tures in Icelandic, has been suspended by the war be- 
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tween this country and Denmark. The society, its ob- 
ject, and operations, ‘have at the same time, the cordial 
approbation of the Danish Society for promoting the 


gospel, and of that established at Stockholm, pro Fide et 


Christianismo. And. this affords the hope of their co- 
eperation whenever peace shall be restored. 

The Committee have-received several communications 
relative to the translating and printing of the Scriptures 
in the Calmuck dialect. . From these it appears, that a 
small portion of the Scriptures had. been translated into 
that dialect by some ministers of the United Brethren at 
Sarepta; the proper types for printing it could. be pro- 
cured at a moderate charge at. Petersburgh ; and that no- 
thing was wanting but. the assistance of the Society to 
promote this work. The committee have granted the 
sum required for, procuring types, being about sixty 
pounds; and have recommended to the ministers to pro- 
ceed in translating entire. books of the New Testament, 
promising further assistance in proportion to their pro- 
gress, . : 


The 400 Bibles and 200 Testaments sent from Halle 


for the use of the German colonies on the Wolga, arriy- 
ed safe at Petersburgh; and the emperor of Russia has 
graciously exempted them from the heavy duty on the 
importation ef bound books. Thecommunication of this 
intended supply was received on the Wolga with the 
most lively demonstrations of joy and gratitude both by 
ministers and people. 

The 509 copies of the Gospel of St. John in the Mo- 
hawk language have been received by the Mohawks, 
with grateful ackuowledgments; and the committee have 
directed 500 copies more to be sent to captain Norton, 
with a recommendation to him to proceed in completing 
the translation of the New Testament in the Mohawk 
Janguage. 

_ The committee have it under consideration to print 
an edition of the Tamulian * version of the Scriptures ; 
and they have sent to Bengal 500 Bibles and 1000 Tes- 
faments, for sale or gratuitous distribution to the army 


. The Tamulian is the language spoken in the southern parts of the 
Indiah Peninsula. 
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and navy, and other poor Europeans. They have also 
resolved that 250 German Bibles and 500 German New 
Testaments, be sent from Halle to the German mission- 
arics in India for the like purpose. They have dispatch- 
ed 700 copies of the New Testament in Spanish to Gib- 
raltar, for distribution among the’ Spaniards. The com- 
mittee have reason to believe they ‘would be received, 
as they have information that 600 Spanish Testaments, 
that had been transmitted to Monte Video, had been 
sought for with avidity by the inhabitants of that coun- 


‘try*, A large supply of English Bibles and New Testa- 


ments has been sent to Gibraltar for the use of the garri- 
son. Three hundred Testaments have been dispatched 


to Sierra Leone and Goree ; and a much larger number 


consigned to the care of the Rev. Mr. Marsden, for the 
benefit of the convicts in New Seuth Wales. 5S. D. 
Street, Esq. senior Master in Chancery for the province 
of New-Brunswick, has taken charge of a number. of Bi- 
bles and New Testaments for that province, where they 
were much wanted. : 

The printing of an edition of the Scriptures in Arabic, 
and of the New Testament in modern Greek, has engaged 
the attention of the committee. 

The editions of the Scriptures in Welsh and Gaelic 
have been completed. Applications have been already 


‘received for more than half the impression; and the 


whole will probably be called for. Five hundred Gaelic 
Bibles, and 800 New Testaments, have been sent to Nova 


> 


* Extract of a letter from Monte Video, dated September 3, 1807.— 
“ T have lately enjoyed very great facilities, for the distribution of the 
New Testaments. I have within the last month distributed upwards 
of 200, all which are spread about, and many of them leagues up the 
country. I could easily have disposed of many more, had I possessed 
them, as almost every customer for the last three weeks made a point 


‘of asking for a “ Biblita.”” Even Priests have come for them; and 


gone so far as to recommend them to Spaniards as good and fair copies 
in my hearing. One of these has paid me several visits; one of which, 
on a Sabbath morning, occupied a considerable portion of time, in dis-. 
coursing on this work, and religious subjects in general. He stated © 
that this was the only copy of the Scriptures in the Spanish tongue ex- 
tant in Monte Video or the surrounding continent ; and that upon 


‘giving it an examination by the Latin, he found it a pure and correct 


copy of the ancient text, without any reference made to catholic ques- 
tions: This surprised him not a littie.” 
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Scotia and Canada for sale, or gratuitous distribution 
among the poor Highlanders in that part of the world. 

The committee, since their. last report, have received 
information which has induced them to suspend all 
measures with a view to an edition of the Seriptures in 
Irish. ‘They have, however, granted a further supply of 
English Testaments and Bibles to seventy-four flourish- 
ing Sunday schools in Ireland, consisting of about 4000 
scholars, who were in much want of them, at half the 
cost prices. They have also given a member of this so- 
ciety 1000 New Testaments for distribution in Ireland ; 
and have voted a supply to. a Roman Catholic school in 
the same country. 

The committee have sincere gratification in reporting, 
that The Dublin Bible Society, (now The Hibernian. Bible 
Soctety,) has received considerable patronage; and they 
have endeavoured to promote its object by a donation of 
1007. Another Bible Society has been formed at Cork, 
under the presidency of the diocesan of that county ; to 
which a donation of 1002. has also been presented. 

Seven thousand copies of the French Testament, have 
been voted to the French prisoners of war. The German 
soldiers and poor natives of Germany, in different parts of 
England and Ireland, have been amply supplied ; seve- 
ral copies of the Scriptures have been sent to the suffer- 
ers by the fire at Chudleigh in Devonshire ; ‘an addition 
has been made to the former donations of the Scriptures 
to the prisoners in Newgate and other jails; a supply has 
been sent for the use of numerous female convicts sailing 
to New South Wales; anda grant has been made to the 
Refuge for the Destitute. 

The society has received during the last year the same 
liberal support as formerly. The contributions from 
Scotland have been very ample. The association in 
London for contributing to its funds, have continued 
their aciive exertions with increased effect. And the 
augmentation irom congregational collections, and from 
the liberality of individuais, has been considerable. The 
nanics of the Archbishop of Cashel, and of Lord Headley, 
are added .to the vice-presidents of the society. 

The accession of valuable books to the library of the 
Society, has been considerable ; and, by the continuance 
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af the same liberality, the committee trust that the soci- 
ety will in time poss-ss a collection of the Scriptures in 
various languages, as well as of other Biblical works, 
which will prove of the greatest utility, not only to the 
society in publishing the scriptures, but to such of the 
subscribers as may lave oceasion to consult them. 

In consequence of the vast increase of the business of 
the institution, the committee have found it necessary to 
make a fresh arrangement with respect to their deposito- 
ry, Which is now placed under the charge of a booksel- 
Jer, Mr. Leonard Benton Seely, No. 169, Fleet-street, to 
whom all future orders must be sent. Mr. Smith conti- 
nucs to act as collector and accountant. 

In closing their report, the committee observe, « that 
the benefits of an institution which provides consolation 
for the unhappy prisoners of war, the means of comfort 
and reformation for the victims of the laws of their coun- 
try, and of moral and religious improvement to thousands 
of their fellow-creatures in ‘so many parts of the world, 
cannot be too highly estimated. The weight of this last 
observation will be sensibly perceived, if we extend our 
view to the effects produced by the example and encou- 
ragement of the society in exciting an ardent zeal of co- 
operation with its efforts both within and without the 
united kingdom. Your committee lament that the pros- 
pect of a most extensive circulation of the Scriptures on 
the continent, which was opened to their view, should 
for a time have been overcast; but they have the conso- 
lation to know that the active exertions of the friends of 
Christianity in Germany, Denmark, Prussia, Switzerland, 
and other parts, have not entirely subsided; and that 
they only wait the return of a more prosperous period to 
resume them with redoubled vigour. 

« Qn the whole, the committee look forward with anx- 
iety to the day when “ the deaf shali hear the words of 
the Look, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of ob- 
security, and out of darkness.” 

“ In the mean time, blest as we are by the mercies of 
providence, in an exemption from the calamities which 
lave overwhelmed the nations of Europe, let the obser- 
vation of a correspondent, “ to do good whilst we have 
the opportunity, make its due impression upon us,” and 
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stimulate our exertions ‘to promote the object of our ab- 
sociation in the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, till 
‘all the ends of the world shall remember, and turn un- 
to the Lord, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 


ee | 5: ae 


FIFTH KEPORT. 


—< 7+ 


Notwithstanding the unpropitious state of affairs on 
the continent, the committee have still sufficient daocu- 
ments thence, to prove the continuance of the deep in- 
terest excited by the establishment of this society ; and 
of a zealous and successful co-operation in promoting its 
great object. : 

A letter from the Bible Society at Basle, the only one 
received, dated October, 1808, states, that the New Tes- 
tament, which had been printed with standing types, by 
the assistance of the society, had received the fullest ap- 
probation; that the Old Testament would be completed 
by the end of the year; that the demands for this Bible 
were so nunterous, as to exhaust the first impression ; and 
that a sécond and third edition would be wanted. .A 
company: of active Christians in Basle had determined to 
print the New Testament, for the benefit.of the Grisons, 
who have a peculiar dialect, in which scarcely a copy of 
the Scriptures can now be procured, intending that it 
should be gratuitously distributed, or sold cheap. They 
had also supplied the Protestants in the interior of 
France with a number of French Bibles at reduced pri- 
ces; and the returns had enabled them to nndertake a 
new edition of the. French New Testament. It was 
their wish to have printed the whole Bible, had their 
funds becu sufficient. However, the supply of a set of 
stereotype plates, now preparing by the committee for the 
use of the society at Basle, will materially assist this de- 
sirable object. 

The printing of the Bohemian Bible at Berlin has been 
completed, and its rapid.circulation has greatly exceeded 
the expectations of the Berlin Bible Society. They 
earnestly wish to -he enabled to print the Scriptures in 
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the Polish dialect, but lament the insufficiency of their 
funds, in consequence of the geheral and severe distress, 
The committee have therefore cheerfully supplied for 
this purpose. the sum of 800/. ‘The society at Berlin, 
encouraged by this grant, have increased their impres- 
sion to 8,000 copies of the Polish Bible entire, and 2,000 
extra New Testaments. 

A new association has beén formed at Stockholm, un- 
der the sanction of the king and privy council, called the 
«“ Evangelical Socicty.” ‘One Of its objects, fot which 
there is a distin¢t and separate fund, is the circulation of 
the Scriptures. The poorer classes in Sweden were in 
ereat want of Bibles: and this scciety proposed to print 
an edition of the Seriptures in the Swedish language ; 
but the smallness of their means obliged them to confine 
themselves to the New Testament. The committce have 
voted 300/. in.aid of their fund, for the express purpose 
of printing the Swedish Bible on standing types. 

The ministers of the United Brethren at Sarepta, en- 
couraged by the grant of 600 rubles, and a promise of 
further assistance, had commenced the translation of St. 
Matthew’s Gospel into the Calmuc language; and it is 
expected that they will not desist till they have com- 
pleted the New Testament. 

Nothing more strongly marks the general approbation 
of the society, and the beneficial influence of its example, 
than the establishment of similar societies in distant. 
parts of the globe. A Bible Socicty has been formed in 
Philadelphia, for the purpose of distributing the Scrip- 
tures ly Pennsylvania, and in the contiguous states ; and 
with the hope of producing similar establishments 
throughout the several states in the American Union. 
The assistance of the British and Foreign Bible Socicty 
being urgently solicited, the committee voted 200/. and 
intimated that their aid would be enlarged, in proportion 
vs the Philadelphia Society extended the sphere of its 
operations. That society had begun to order a supply of 
Bibles and Testaments for dintribatten, in Wesh, Gaelic, 
French, and German; and, as these could not be had 
within the United States, the committee have furnished 
them at the cost prices. 

The inteHigence of the supplies granted for the pur- 
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pose of aiding translations and publications of the Scrip- 
tures in the various dialects of the East, arrived most op- 
portunely in Bengal. It, was intended to appropriate 
them to the expense of preparing and printing editions 
of the Gospel in Malayalim, Chinese, Persian, Hindos- 
tanee, Bengalee, Mahratta, and Sanscrit. Of these, some 
had issued from the press at Serampore ; others are print- 
ing; and all are in a state of preparation. Works of 
such magnitude could not be undertaken without a very 
considerable expense. The committee therefore have 
resolved to appropriate, for three years, an annual sum of 
1,0007. to this important object. The supply of 500 
English Bibles, and 1000 English Testaments, sent to 
India, had proved most acceptable; as several of the 
chaplains in Bengal had expended large sums in provid- 
ing Bibles and Testaments for the British soldiery, and 
other Europeans there. The committee have therefore 
renewed this grant. 

It has been the object of the committee, not only to 
supply the want of the Scriptures, whenever it has been 
stated to exist, but to provide new editions whenever 
they could foresee the probability of their doing it to ad- 
vantage, as far 4s a prudent management of the funds of 
the society would admit. Editions of the New Testa- 
ment in Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian, have therefore 
been published; and other editions in Dutch, Danish, 
and modern Greek, are now in the press. 

Some remarkable instances were noticed in the Third 
and Fourth Reports, of the readiness of the Spaniards to 
receive copies of the New Testament. The accidental 
arrival of a Spanish frigate, during the course of last 
year, aflorded a proof no less gratifying, of the same dis- 
position. ‘The earnestness with which the crew solicited. 
copies, the joy expressed in receiving them, and their 
inunediate perusal of them, proved the high value they 
seton the gift. Several of the officers, and about 300 of 
the men, were present; and the priest of the frigate him- 
sclf accepted two copies for his own usc,and recommended 
the perusal of them. The number of Spanish Testaments 
<listributed to the prisoners of that nation, previous to their 
return to Spain, and most gratefully received, was 775. 

As to the Italian New Testament, the committee are 
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assured it may be beneficially distributed in Malta, Si- 
cily, and Italy, and 500 copies: have already been sent 
to a respectable correspondent at Malta. 

The object of printing Dutch. and Danish New Testa- 
ments, was to supply the prisoners of war of these coun-- 
tries, and the Danish and Dutch colonies, now under our 
government. For the immediate supply of the Dutch 
prisoners, the committee purchased a number of Bibles 
aud Testaments already printed. 

The number of Portuguese in this country, and the fa- 
cilities for communication with Portugal and the Portu- 
- guese colonies, have led to the printing of the New Tes- 
tament in that language. . 

As to the New Testainent in modern Greek, the pros- 
pect of an extensive circulation ef it is very encouraging, 
particularly among the Greeks dispersed throughout the 
Turkish empire, and a large population of the same peo- 
ple at Smyrna, amounting to fifty or sixty thousand fami- 
lies, amongst whom scarcely a single copy of the New 
Testament was to be found. This work will have the 
correspondent original text in parallel columns. 

Measures are taken for printing, in thes north of Swe- 
den, 5,000 copies of the New Testament in the Lapland 
language. 

A considerable number of Bibles and Testaments, 
sent fo the German colonies on the Wolga, were received: 
with joy and gratitude. They were given, free of all 
expense, to those only among the poor woo could read. 
A further supply of. Bibles and Testaments has since 
been sent from Halle to the same quarter. 

The types and paper presented by the society to the 
missionaries at Karass, for an edition of the Scriptures in 
Turkish, have reached the place of their destination, not- 
withstanding the war. 

Besides this, a great many copies of the Seriptures 
have been sent for sale, or gratuitous distribution, to the 
East Indies, the Mediterranean, Quebec, Halifax, Prince 
Edward’s Island, the West Indies, the Spanish Main, Gib- 
raltar, the Cape of Good Hope, Madeira, and Stockholm. 

The committee purchased a number of New Testa- 
ments for the refugees from Finland at Stockholm, which 
were received by them with “ indescribable joy.” 
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Since the last report, another large edition of the Welsh 
Testament has been printed. Biblesand New Testaments, 
in English, have been sent to the Isle of Man, for sale at 
reduced prices, for the accommodation of the poor; and 
have been given largely within the United Kingdom 
among prisoners of war, convicts, &e. The Naval and 
Military Bible Society, the Hibernian Bible Society, the 
Cork Bible Society, and the Wigan Bible Society, (the 
latter under the patronage of: the Bishop of Chester,) 
have been largely supplied with Bibles at the cost prices. 
The London Female Penitentiary, and some schools, 
have received aid in this way. Individuals have been 
supplied with Bibles at the cost, or reduced prices, for 
charitable distribution. The accommodation of prisons, 
hospitals, and werk-houses, has also engaged the atten- 
tion of the conimittee, and has led to a correspondence 
with the sheriiis of the different counties, and the chap- 
dains -and gaolers of various prisons, who have paid a 
gratifying attention to the applications of the committee. 

An Auxiliary Bible Society has been formed at Read- 
ing, under the patronage of the Bishop of Salisbury, and 
hhas been supported with a liberality and union which 
entitle its promoters to the respect and gratitude of the 
parent institution. A similar Auxiliary Institution has 
been formed at Nottingham. — 

The funds of the Society have been enlarged during 
the year, by the great increase of annual subscriptions, 
as well as by legacies and donations.—The congregations 
in the connexion of the late Rev. J. Wesley, have col- 
tected to the amount of 1,278/.—The sum of 1,000/. three 
‘per cent. consol. has been transferred to the society, by 
Mrs. Ann Scott, relict-of the late Rev. Jonathan Scott, 
of Matlock. Upwards of 700. have been received from 
the Presbytery of Glasgow, being a collection made 
through that Presbytery. ‘The Reading Auxiliary Soci- 
ety has ‘already raised a considerable sum. A Bible So- 
ciety, instituted at Greenock, has presented a donation of 
fifty guineas. A fourth donation of 90 /. has been receiv- 
ed from the Association in London for aiding the institu- 
‘tion. A second contribution, amounting to 182. has 
been made by the teachers and children of the Holburn 
Sunday School, who have agreed to appropriate a smaii 
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weekly donation in aid of thesociety. And various le- 
gacies have been bequeathed to the society in the course 
of the year. There is also a prospect of further addi- 
tions to the funds by the active zeal of its friends in 
Scotland. The Presbytery of Glasgow have unanimous- 
ly appointed an annual collection to be made at all the 
churches and chapels within their bounds. ‘The Presby- 
tery of Paisley have unanimously adopted a similar reso- 
lution. The committee nevertheless wish to guard against 
an impression, that the funds of the society are more than 
adequate to its exigencies. 

The liberality of individuals has made a very valuable 
addition to the library of the society. 

The committee conclude with expressing their confi- 
dence, that the liberal support, which has enabled the 
society to make such exertions, will still be continued. 
Every annual report has verified the prospects held out of 
the increasing utility. of the imstituiion. Its example 
still continues to stimulate zeal, and to excite emulation; 
and when the editions of the Scriptures now in the press, 
shall be completed, they will, digectly or mediately, have 
produced or assisted in producing, editions of the bible, 
either in whole or in part, in not less than twenty-six 
languages and dialects. The field for exertion is still 
ample; and the society will not consider it exhausted, 
while the inhabitants ef any part of the globe are in 
want of its assistance. 

‘© The Gospel of Salvation,” adds the Report, “ was a 
free, naaneiane boon to mankind ; let us therefore rejoice, 
that, under Providence, we are becoune the honoured in- 
struments of its dispersion. It must be most gratifying to 
the members of the society, to receive applications for its 
aid and support, dictated by a spirit of Christian confi- 
dence and unity, from their fellow-labourers in the same 
cause, dispersed through various parts of the world: but 
it is still more gratifying to possess the disposition to 
comply with them, and the means of indulging that dispo- 
sition to the most liberal extent. Let us therefore hepe, 
that neither will ever be wanting. Five years only have 
elapsed, since the British and Foreign Bible Society was 
established ; Jind, during that period, the calamities of 
war, from ich providence has mercifully protected. 
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eur country, have been more or less felt in every king- 
dom of the continent. But these calamities, even when 
they have operated. with the greatest pressure, have not 
been able to extinguish that zeal, which the socicty had 
either kindled, or promoted, for the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures: insomuch that its institution has be- 
come a central point of union for individuals and _ sociec- 
ties animated with the same Spirit, however variously 
circumstanced, or widely dispersed. Like a city séton a 
hill, it has become conspicuous; and the rays of light 
which have flowed from it, have been reflected with un- 
diminished lustre. What success may attend its opera- 
tions, for improving the religious and moral state of man- 
kind, cannot be ascertained. For surely it may be per- 
mitted to hope, that the blessing of God will not be 
wanting to an institution, which has for its single object, 

to promote his glory by the circulation of “the Holy 
Scriptures; nor its endeavours in this line of duty be 
unattended with correspondent success. At present the 
members of the society may be allowed to enjoy the 
gratification of knowinggthat it has been the instrument 
of communicating the words of eternal life to cottages 
and prisons, to kindred and aliens, to the poor ard the 
afflicted in our own and foreign countries; 3 and that, 

through its means, the people “which sat in darktiéds 
have seen a great light, and to them which sat in the sha- 

dow of death, light is sprung up. 

| Many tracts are yet unexplored; and it may be’ ne; 
cessary to retrace some which have been already pursued: 

but, whatever the variety or extent of them miay be, your 
committee have the fullest reliance, that the zeal of the 
friends of religion will supply means adequate to increas- 
ing exigencies. Nor can any inducement be wanting to 
those who remember the words of the Prophet, peculiar- 
ly styled Evangelical :—* How beautiful upon the moun- 
tains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace, that bringeth ihe gocd tidings of zdod, 

that publisheth salvation, that sutth unto Zion,—Thy 

God reigneth !’—Isaiah hii. 7.” | 
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OBITUARY. 
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DIED, October 21, R——- R——-—, of this city, in 
the 26th year of his age *, 7 
For several years preceding his death, he passed his 
time in thoughtless levity and dissipation. From his 
childhood he had seldom been seen in the house of God, 
and was very ignorant of the truths contained in the Scrip- 
tures. In the early part of his sickness, which was a 
consumption of the lungs, he was extremely averse to 
hear of the subject of death. He could hardly be per- 
suaded of his danger until a few days before he died, 
when he consented to see a minister. The minister who 
was sent for, in the short time he spent with him, stated 
to him plainly and explicitly the cause of all our distres- 
ses—the improvement we ought to make of them—the 
awful nature of sin—our total Mostasy—the fulness and. 
freeness of salvation through the Lord Jesus—and the ne- 
cessity of a thorough change of heart to be acceptable to 
God here, and obtain eternal life hereafter. Mr. R. con 
fessed his former sinful life—his abuse of past mercies— 
and appeared to be filled with sorrow at the recollection 
of. what he had been in his conduct, as well as what he 
was by nature. The minister directed the dist. Psalm, 
the 3d chapter of the Gospel of John, the 3, 4, 5, and 6th 
chapters of the Romans, and the 2d of Ephesians, to be 
read to him, and having prayed with him, left hims He 
was much affected and agitated after this, and expresséd 
a wish not to be spoken to at that time. 
_ On the.day following he was more indisposed than be- 
fore, and very weak, so that he could speak but little, 
and could not bear even to hear reading. There is réa- 
son to believe he was much engaged in prayer and in 
meditation, as he called fervently on Jesus to have 
mercy on him. ‘The minister visited him again this day, 
‘and finding him so low, merely directed his attention to 


* The name is not given at the request ofa near relation. 
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the simple truths of the Gospel in very few words, and 
prayed with him. After he was gone, Mr. R. expressed 
some doubts that he could not be saved if he was not 
one of the elect; but. was quieted on this head, when 
told, that he had reason to think himself of that number, 
“if the Lord made him willing to seek for salvation 
through Christ.” The. day. following he grew feebler, 
but expressed his willingness to depart. He was much 
engaged“ in prayer, crying fervently at intervals for 
merey. 

On Wednesday his sister read to him the 51st Psalm, 
and 3d of the Gospel of John. He was frequent in 
ejaculatory petitions for mercy, and prayed to be brought 
to the throne of grace, and taught to pray. He seemed 
to be much delighted .with the loveliness of a Saviour, 
as his exclamations were, Sweet Jesus!—Noble Jesus !' 
and these often repeated. 

On Thursday he was restless; and when he could 
speak, called on Sweet Jesus to have mercy on him. 
Ifis, lips were continually moving in prayer; but few 
words were distinctly afticulated. ‘There is reason to 
believe, from. is engagedness in prayer and his subse- 
quent conduct, that the Lord made some great manifest- 
ation of his glory. He. begged not to be spoken to or 
disturbed till the following day. Towards the evening 
he seemed inclined to talk, and calling his sister to his 
bed, told her he was happy, he had made his peace with 
God, and was happy. 

The day following the Lord strengthened him to 
speak in a yemarkable manner. He indeed puta new 
song in his mouth, and left him without a wish to live. 
He expressed much.desire to see some pious friends of 
the family, and spake with confidence of meeting them 
in heaven. He reasoned much with his parents on the 
necessity of a speedy repentance. He.called his father 
to the bed-side, and warned him in these words: “ Fa- 
ther, IT am but twenty-six years old, and the Lord has 
villicted me, and is about to remove me to heaven. I 
hope I shall see you there.. You are now eighty years 
old, and have not called on Jesus: as you ought to do. 
I beg vou will give up the world, and seek for sweet Je- 
sus. He has spared you to this hour; but do not put off 
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your repentance toa death bed, as I have done ; for you 
may be afflicted with the Joss of reason, or pain which 
will disable you from calling on him.” To his mother 
he gave a similar exhortation. His brother-in-law sat - 
up with him a great part of the night. He spoke with 
coolness of his approaching dissolution, and repeated with 
fervency after his brother-in-law, various verses from the 
Psalms, and other short ejaculations. He also repeated 
the Lord’s Prayer—after which, in answer to an inquiry 
on that subject, he replied, he was not at variance with 
any person. Rapturous expressions of love to Christ, 
and hope of glory, frequently burst from his lips. 

On Saturday, the minister who’ had twice visited him, 
called again, and though he rejoiced in the change 
he found in Mr. R’s state, deemed it his duty to warn 
him of the deceitfulness of the heart—of the wiles 
of Satan—of the awful consequences of a mistake—urg- 
ing upon him the necessity of strict self-examination, as 
far as his feeble state of body would permit. He told 
the minister he was happy—expressed his sense of his 
own unworthiness—and declared’all his hopes rested on 
the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. Before prayer he 
was asked if he had any thing particular to solicit at the 
throne of grace.. He requested that his parents might 
be remembered ; and added, but in so low a voice, that 
the minister did not hear it, or know what it was till 
afterwards, ‘“‘ Pray that I may again see what I have 
seen.’ At eight o’clock that night he told his brother- 
in-law he would depart before morning, and called on 
Jesus to receive his soul.. He said his breath came from 
his heart, and he felt the stroke of death upon him. 
His cheeks, he said, were already stiff and cold, which 
was the case! and his cough which had not intermitted 
fox two minutes a-time for a week before, now entirely 
ceased, and seemed to give him repose in death. He 
took leave of his Yather and mother, and all in the room, 
in the most affectionate manner, and called on Jesus 
several times. At 10 o’clock he asked if his feet were 
not cold, and expressing a wish not to be disturbed, he 
breathed -his last, without a struggle, in a sigh scarce- 
ly audible, about an hour before morning. 
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The -preceding account naturally suggests some im- 
portant truths to the mind of every reflecting person. 

1. Why did not this young man die as insensible as - 
he had lived? To say that the fear of death awakened 
his conscienee, will merely account for his alarm in the 
fast instance, but by no means for his hope at the end. 
Although deeply sensible .of his unworthiness, he was 
full of consoiation, and looked for the time of his depar- 
ture without fear. He had heretofore considered Christ 
as without form and comeliness, and by his conduct said 
‘ Depart from me;’ but now he considered him as _pre- 
cious, and with rapture called him Sweet and Noble! 
From whence proceeded this revolution in his views and 
feelings ? Was it produced by the powers of his mind? 
The Scriptures declare that the carnal mind is enmity 
against God. How then could that heart, which by na- 
ture hated, by. its own ability be made to love God? 
The. change must haye been produced by some power 
out of itself. Scripture declares, that we are saved by 
grace. Was this grace which operated in him at this 
time, the same grace which operated in him. before? 
Was it common or special? If the former, why was it 
more effectual at this time than before? Because he 
willed it, or exerted his powers of mind? But whence 
this successful exertion? What made him willing? The 
grace of God, unquestionably. Thus if we say the grace 
which changed him was common and not special, we 
run the circle of our own folly,and end where we began. 
It was special grace which wrought in this young man ; 
for specia] grace can alone subdue our rebellious natures, 
and make us willing subjects of. the Prince of Peace. 
By grace are ye saved through faith, saith the Apostle, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: Not 
of works, lest any man should boast. The spirit of God 
imparted to him believing views of the Lord Jesus, as 
able and willing to save sinners of our race. These 
views, thus obtained, banished his fears, and caused 
hope to spring up in his soul. 

. 2. In this instance, divine sovereignty, absolute sove- 
reignty, was displayed in all its glory. There was nothing 
in the former conduct of this person—nothing in the 
temper of his mind when he was taken sick, that could 
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influence God to bless him with his favour. Here was 
a life spent in vanity—here was a heart hostile to the 
truth—here was a sinner who had manifested in the 
midst of Gospel light, an open and persevering neglect of 
the ordinances of God’s house. And yet the Lord re 
vealed himself to him ina way of mercy. How striking- 
ly does this prove his own declaration to Moses, «I will 
have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. So then? 
adds the Apostle, and his words deserve especial atten- 
tion, as containing an eternal and indubitable truth, 
‘itis not of him that widleth, nor of him that runneth, 
but of God that showeth mercy.’ Do any feel disposed 
to cavil at this, and ask, Why doth he yet find fault, 
for who hath resisted his will? God himself, by his 
Apostle answers the question. Nay, but, O man, who 
art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing form- 
ed say to him that formed it, why hast thou made nte 
thus? Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the 
same lump, to make one vessel unto honour and another 
unto dishonour ? 

3. The truths which were blessed to this person’s con- 
version, were those which are commonly called the doc- 
trines of grace. These, whilst they lay the axe to the 
root of human pride and cut down all self-righteous 
pretensions, exalt the free grace of God, and the all-suf- 
ficiency of the Saviour—a grace not to be purchased by 
human merit—an all-sufficiency adequate to human cor- 
ruption and human imbecility. Of course, these doe- 
trines alone are suited to our wants as fallen creatures, 
and can alone appease the alarms of an awakened con- 
science, by directing the trembling sinner to ‘ the blood 
of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than the blood 
of Abel.’ All these doctrines may be summed up in 
that one grand, fundamental, essential truth, of a radical, 
total change of heart by the almighty power of the Holy 
Ghost. In this change the principles of spiritual life 
are implanted in the sinner, so that he arises from his 
death of sin, and walks before God in newness of life. 
The change itself is wrought by God—the sinner is the 
mere recipient. Thus God declares by the Prophet, “A 
new heart will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
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within you: and: £ wélltake away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and J wtld give-you a heart of flesh.” Of this 
important truth, with all the doctrines connected with it, 
this young person was convinced. When his eyes were 
opened by the Holy Spirit, he found himself guilty and 
polluted—he felt that his heart was naturally at enmity 
with God, and was satisfied that God alone could change 
it by his power. The same spirit which enlightened his 
understanding, constrained .him to seek perseveringly 
the blessing he needed, and. enabled him to find it. Un- 
der affecting views of himself, he cried to God for mer- 
cy—he was stripped of-all self-righteousness, and pre- 
sented himself a needy‘suppliant at the throne of grace. 
He thus worked out his own salvation with fear and 
trembling, decause God worked in him both to will and 
to do of his good pléasure. So far are the doctrines of 
_ grace, where they are understood, from producing careless- 
ness, and slothfulness, or pride, that they invariably pro- 
duce opposite fruits. This young person was incessant 
in his prayers—faithful in warnings to others—and in 
his testimony for the truth. May we all obtain the like 
grace, and rejoice in the same hope of glory! 





